RAM NAIK, Governor

Lawandorderstill
needs improvement’

Governor Ram Naik com-
pletesthree yearsin office
on Saturday. Umesh
Raghuvanshi speaks to him
abouthis experiences, 100
days of the Yogi Adityanath
governmentandlawand
ordersituation in Uttar
Pradesh. :

Your take on completion of
three years?

. Idoremember, at the time
oftakingoveras governor,
was asked about holding
JanataDarbar.Isaidnoto
it but promised to keep the
doors of Raj Bhawan open. 1
have kept the promise.
Completlon ofthree years
gives me an opportunity to
look back what I have done.

The centre and the state now
have BJP governments. Is
your role limited?
Agovernor’sroleisto
ensure that the state gov-
ernment functions accord-
ingto provisions ofthe Con-
stitution. The governor also
works as a bridge between
the centre and the state.
Thisis done withoutkeep-
ingin mind which partyis
inpower. When the centre
and the state have a govern-
ment of the same party,
thereisno problemabout
communication. The
issues, however, need tobe
addressed.

How do you rate the Yogi gov-
ernment’s performance?

Itis good on the part of the
chiefminister thathegavea
reporton completion of 100
daysofhis government. I
feel a period of minimum
sixmonths -~

tojudge performance of any
government. Iwillsay well
begun ishalfdone. The way
governmenthas started,
the way thisgovernment
has presentedits budget it
seems good.

What about the law and order
situation?

Istill say whatIhave been
saying duringthe tenure of
the Akhilesh Yadav govern-
ment. Tused tosay thatlaw
and order situationin the

- stateneedsimprovement.

Now alsoit needs improve-
ment. With the will power
exhibited by the chief min-
ister, one hopes the situa-
tion willimprove. This s,
however,alongdrawn
process in which the gov-
ernment and the people
‘havetowork together.

What do youhave to say'on
opposition’s boycott in the
assembly?

Thadaddressed a training

camp for thenew MLAs
afterthe assembly elec-
tions. Iwillrepeat whatever
Isaid addressingthem:
“oppositionshould haveits
say and the government
should have its way.” Oppo-
sition should say what it
wants to.Itis opposition’s
duty. The opposition should

 alsoallow the government

tofunction.

Any difference between work-
ing of Akhilesh Yadav and
Yogi Adityanath? '
Thave good relations with
both. Twillnot compare
them.

Do you suggest anything to
the chief minister?
Wediscussissues asand
when they come, Thad writ-

' tentoAkhilesh Yadavon

variousissues. Thave given
these lettersto
' Yogi Adityanath.
Theseincludea
letter suggestinga
white paper on
encroachment of
) publiclandin Jaw-
ahar Bagh, Mat-



